THE ART OF BRINGING LIFE

Do not depend on the hope of results. When you are doing the sort of work you have taken on, essentially an
apostolic work, you may have to face the fact that your work will be apparently worthless and even achieve no result at
all, if not perhaps results opposite to what you expect. As you get used to this idea, you start more and more to
concentrate not on the results but on the value, the rightness, the truth of the work itself. And there too a great deal has
to be gone through, as gradually you struggle less and less for an idea and more and more for specific people. The
range tends to narrow down, but it gets much more real. In the end, it is the reality of personal relationships that saves

everything. Thomas Merton From a letter, February 21, 1966

1If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the
Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love,
being one in spirit and purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others

better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look to the interests of others. Philippians 2:1-4 (NIV)

The next step in the process is for you to see that your own thinking about what you are doing is crucially important.
You are probably striving to build yourself an identity in your work, out of your work and your witness. You are using
it, so to speak, to protect yourself against nothingness, annihilation. That is not the right use of your work. All the
good that you do will come not from you but from the fact that you have allowed yourself, in the obedience of faith, to
be used for God's love. Think of this more and gradually you will be free from the need to prove yourself, and you can
be more open to the power that will work through you without your knowing it. The great thing after all is to live, not
to pour out your life in the service of a myth: and we turn the best things into myths. If you can get free from the
domination of causes and just serve Christ's truth, you will be able to do more and will be less crushed by the inevitable
disappointments. Our real hope...is not in something we think we can do, but in God who is making something good
out of it in some way we cannot see. If we can do His will, we will be helping in this process. But we will not

necessarily know all about it beforehand... Thomas Merton From a letter, February 21, 1966

5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality
with God something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant ,being made in
human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death— even
death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Philippians 2:5-11 (NIV)



